
I hope you and Mrs. [Mildred] Davis are well. Please give my best regards to 
Mrs. Davis and to my friends around the campus. I hope that I will get a chance 
to drop in on you in the not-too-distant future. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

8 Nov 

1958 
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To Georgia Elma Harkness 

8 November 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

On 30 September theologian Georgia Harkness conveyed to King her “sympathy and 
admiration in the recent crisis which has come to you, as peviously in your valiant 
Jight forjustice. ”’ After reading Stride Toward Freedom, she told King that her 
“enthusiasm” was “unbounded” and called the book “a great story of a great event in 
Christian social history.” 

Dr. Georgia Harkness 
Professor of Applied Theology 
Pacific School of Religion 
1798 Scenic Avenue 
Berkeley 9, California 

Dear Dr. Harkness: 

While convalescing from a recent operation, your letter of September 30, was 
called to my attention. It certainly came to me as a great spiritual lift. I am deeply 
grateful to you for the kind words you said concerning my book. This book rep- 
resented my humble attempt to shed some light on the difficult problem of racial 
injustice which pervades our nation. I am happy to know that it proved to be 
helpful to you. 
You needed not take the extra paragraph to introduce yourself to me. I have 

known you for several years through your writings. When I was a student in the- 
ological seminary (at that time I think you were on the faculty of Garrett Biblical 

1 .  Georgia Elma Harkness (1891-1974) graduated with an A.B. (1912) from Cornell University 
and later received her M.A. (igzo), M.R.E. (1920), as well as Ph.D. (1923) from Boston University. 
She served as associate professor at Elmira College (1922-1937) and later at Mount Holyoke College 
(1937-1939). From 1940 to 1950 Harkness was professor of applied theology at Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute, making her the first woman to teach theology at an American seminary. In 1950 Harkness ac- 
cepted a professorship at the Pacific School of Religion, from which she retired in 1961. Harkness, an 
ordained Methodist minister, campaigned for gender equity in the United Methodist Church. She 
published over thirty books on applied theology. 529 
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Institute) I had the great privilege of reading some of your books and articles. 
When I went to Boston University for my doctoral studies, I naturally heard your 
name many times, for Boston University, as you know, is very proud of you and 
never forgets to mention that you are one of its graduates. I have long admired 
your Christian witness and your sound theology. I hope it will be possible for us 
to meet personally in the not-too-distant future. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

May God continue to bless you in your most important work. 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 28. 

To Bayard Rustin 

io November 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala. I 

Prompted by a 3 I October letterfiom Hilary Rubinstein, director of theJirm that 
published Stride in Britain, King asks Rustin to send names and addresses of people 
in England who might write favorable reviews. On 12 November Rustin sent King the 
names of eighteen English pacifists and civil rights advocates.’ 

Mr. Bayard Rustin 

Apartment #8-C 
New York, New York 

Dear Bayard: 

The company which is publishing my book in England wrote me and asked me 
to give names and addresses of anyone in Great Britain and the British Com- 
monwealth whose advance opinions about my book, on receipt of a proof, might 
help them to find a larger audience. They have in mind personal friends whose 
opinions and sympathies are similar to mine, or those with a special interest in my 
theme. Actually, I do not know such persons, but I am sure you do. Please send 
the names and addresses of these persons to me. 

203 W. 107th 

1 .  On 28 November King’s secretary sent Rubinstein a biographical sketch of King and enclosed a 
list of names and addresses, most likely the ones that Rustin had suggested. Among the names Rustin 
proposed were the following: novelist Canon Collins; anticolonial activist and minister Michael Scott; 
Fenner Brockway, who introduced anti-discrimination laws in the House of Commons; Allen Skinner, 
former editor ofPeaceNews; Michael Foote, liberal editor of the Tribune; Reginald Reynolds, writer and 
Gandhi associate; Kingsley Martin, editor of the New Statesman and the Nation; Max Parker of FOR 
Charles Raven, chaplain to the Queen; J. B. Priestly, novelist and social critic; Bertrand Russell, phi- 
losopher and pacifist; Benjamin Britten, musician and Gandhian; and Dame Sybil Thorndike, actress 

530 and follower of Gandhi. 
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